The Italian Library Association against public lending right

The Italian National Public Libraries Commission, a body of the Italian Library Association (AIB), wants to report to EBLIDA the negative consequences deriving from the application of 92/100/CE directive for public libraries in Italy and Europe. 

Italy, like other numerous European countries, has been condemned for not applying remuneration over the loans made in public libraries.

Because of the sentence, the Italian Government has modified its national regulation by introducing the remuneration principle for the copyright owners for the loans made in National and local public libraries, by creating a 3 million Euros national fund. 80% of this fund is fed by the National State, while the remaining 20% is provided by the Regions. Specifically, the new regulation foresees remuneration for public reading libraries loans, which was excluded since now.  

The AIB Public Libraries national Commission, according to the UNESCO Manifesto principles for public libraries, restate its strong opposition to the introduction of a principle that damage the right of any citizen to access information and knowledge freely and free of charge, for the following reasons:

· Loan remuneration will cause acquisition and service decrease in Italian public libraries, because the regional funding will be inevitably deducted upon the ordinary financing to public libraries;

· The authors’ rights are already remunerated by the public libraries when they purchase the books: EU 92/100 Directive force the libraries to pay for what they already paid, transforming the right on the copy in a rent right;

· The national states, which already sustain editorial production and fund the libraries, which guarantee a permanent activity of reading and editorial products promotion and generate revenues for authors and editors, because of 92/100/CE  Directive have to sustain even the loans made in libraries.

For these reasons, the AIB Public Libraries National Commission asks EBLIDA directive bodies to promote a coordinated pressure action toward the European Commission to modify the 92/100 Directive, to guarantee to everybody the right to information and knowledge, and to recognize public libraries social value, because we believe they are the places of democracy and a tool for a common European culture spread, also by actively involving all the European national associations of libraries. 
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